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(I_have baen aDDOln'é' by “the aecvegPry ‘of btate to deternLne your appea

The appeal is 2¢zinst .the dec151on of the Daco*Lm District Cou1c1l to. refuse‘f
planning-permission for the use of land for stcrage of liguid Detro1eum gas at
New Lodge, Bank Mill Lane, Berkhampstead. The requested use is alrealy taking
place; and 1 w111 there;ore treat the appeal as being for permission for it to
cont lque undnr Section 32 of the Town ané Country Dlannlﬁg Aot 1971. -

2.‘;'From wy inspecticn of the site and surroundings on 14 November 1933, and from
my consideration of the written representations made by you, the council and
interested cersons, I am of the coinicn that the dezcision in this appeal rests'
first on whether the reguested use is harmful to the character of the area, and
sec@nd_on_uhether the means of vehicular access are satisfactery. '.
) i
3. The appeal Slfe is a small area of land enclosed by a fence and oate, w1th
‘an lnner " compound containing-the gas cylinders, situated close to the side of the ’

A41 Trunx Road on the scuth-eastern outskirts of Berkhamsted. . The ci;e 1s.part

of the land running with New Lodce, which is an agricultural/horticultural small-
holding, although there are some rusting machinery, building materials and vehicles
lying around. ' |

4, In the approved Ccounty Development Plan the site is within an zres desiznzted as
rublic open-space, and in the aprroved Hertfordehirs Stiruvcture Plan (1579) and the
Dacorum District Plan {not ye® firallyv approved altheouch subiject of public garticiga-
tion} it is shown as being in an exitension te the gresn helt where the erection o

buildings.and._changes of use will normally only be given in connection with agri- 7
culture or some other appropriate use of the land. In their statement the council

do not give ahy indication that there is any intention of accuiring the land for
public open space use, but I see no reason, pending the final approval of the greed be)
boundaries, for considering the area in which the site is located chould not be
afforded protection zgainst further developgment nof asscciated with agrichlture or
some other use appropriate in 3 green kelt unless there is some special reascn for
making an excepticn, :
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5. I would not ncrmally regard the use of land for the storage of liguid petreleuvm
ges as & use su ble in an_area being trezted zs green belt, but in this specilic
location the use is rot, in my view, causing any significant harm to the zppearance
or character of the zrea, which has dwellings on all sides of the neck &I land with
the curtilace of New doogp which contains the appeal site, especially in view of t



.

as part of the exlstlng use of the land " Moreover I can apprec1ate your problens'rnef
.finding a suitable alternatlve sxte for storage cof the gases, which are an 1mportanc&
part of your small- buslness.f Clrcular 22/80 advises that all possikble encoura"emen
should be given to such bus;nesses, unress there is a cliar cut reason for refusal,

“.and in the c‘rrumstances 1 conSLder there are "grounds fcr a;low1ng the use to’ c\.elnug
at. least for the 9re~ent and’ on a personal-basis, notwithstanding normal Dlannlng‘?wVi
policies as I have little doubt” that some of your customers would be inconvenienced -
if vou could no longer supply “their needs, bearing in mind that the council have noc
suggested a more suitakle alternatlve site to meet your storage needs,
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6. However.I cm of the view that under the present circumstances any trafflc

'f'assoc1ated wi t“ the recuesred use is" cau51ng a. road safeLy hazard as t e v;s;bx‘zt"':‘

ment with the owner, " put the land is.not under your control

Lot impose a condition. re&uirlng ‘this %0 be done if~ greneed ceru1ssrcn;
- improvements would overcome my. Ob]ECulon to, this prcvosal it is open to you tot
discuss’ the watter further with the owner- and .the. coupcil lf you wlsh bLt at-

present 1 consrder 1t nece;sarv to reruse permzsszon.:
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"Iﬁr, have exawlned a1l the other matters ralsed in the wrltten recresentqtlons,

but there is nothing of suff;crent substance to outwelcn those “01516eratlcns that
have led me to my dec151on.

8. . For the above'reasons;,End in exercise of the powers transferred to me, I hereby
dismiss this appeal. A . - .

I am Gentlemen o .
Your obedient Servant ’
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J M DANIEL DFC FBIM 7 T
Inspector o : ) ‘ . :
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