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i. I refer to this avweal, which I have been appointed to Jetﬂr*ﬂine, against the dec-
_ ision of the Dacorum District Council te refuse nlanning vermission for the convercion
© of a garage and stores into residential accommedation at wWitcheraft Hill, Ashridge
Fark, Little Gaddesdon. I have considered the written répresentations mode by you
= by the Ceuncil, and zlso thagse mede by other lubq_uuuud LErscns. 8 & rooulv of
this and of my 1nspectﬂon of the azppeal site on 17 dugust 1977, I have formed the
opinien that your case turns on the setting nf the ¢ronos el develorment in this »re-
cwehod oexvenzion of Theo ls i w0 cn the neoed for a dwelling thore.
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. 4lthough the site is well screened and adjacent to your client's house and out-
buildings, the existing residential development in the immediate neighbourhood is
sporadic and well removed from the main part of the village; furthermore, the area

is designated as one of Outstanding Natural Beauty on the Approved Development Plan.

It is, therefore, not a setting which would normally be appropriate for a new dwelling.
Of course, the fact that only the conversion of an evisting building would be involved
clearly has a most important bearing on the case; and. given the large play-room
upstairs, very little alteration to the outside appearance would be necessary - indeed,
it already looks more like a cottage than an ordinary garapge and stores. I also
anppreciate that the gardener's present accommodation is guite a distance from the
rlaces vhere he would normally be working and that it would be most convenient if he
could live nearer. On the otner hand, this is not a necessity, and I an not persuaded
that these arguments in favour of your proposal justify the acceptance of an
intensitication of residential development in such surroundings, which still give an
impression of complete remoteness although not far removed from the main road running
through the village.

%.7 T have considered whether the appeal site has been appropriately included in

the proposed extension to the Metrovolitan Green Belt and I see no reason to question
this, pending a decision on green belt proposals as a whole. So to my mind this is
another factor inhibiting *he development you are seexing to undertake.
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4. T have taken account of all the other matters raised in the written representa-
tions (including the existence of the new dwellings in Alderton Drive and in the’
curtilage of the '"Beaney") but in my opinion these are not of such moment as to
outweigh those that have led me to my decision. Hence, for the above reasons, and
in exercise of the powers transferred to me,(I hereby dismiss this appeal.

I am Gentlemen : .
Your obedient Servant
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;o -2 houses, Trowley Hill Road, ',;

VT Ilamnstend.

The application submitted on 14th Hay on hohali of i‘
" the ilous sing Committee has now heon ﬂonnndvred.uul”ﬂh"med~'
-eonsent” was claimed on Sth July 197G~

The Flamstend Pariosh Council, who were cWH:u]tcdg riin Ld

ﬁ' no objection to the proposal, but enquirod about the “O’ﬂjhlllty
oo of widening Trowvley Hill LPoad to permit n footpath to be o

provided outside 'The Smithy' on the oppecite oida of tuu roaﬂ.

A copy of this memo is being sent to the Ohi n wﬂ{xnnnr'
for inforaation on this aaspect. -
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Chief Planner [
for Director of Wechnical Sorviced.
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