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Gentlemen Comments

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1971, SECTION 36 AND SCHEDULE 9
APPEAL BY C K F KH.H e - “
APPLICATION NO: 4/1348/85

1. I have been appointed by the Secretary of State for the Environment to deter-
mine the above mentiocned appeal. This appeal is against the decision of the Dacorum
Borough Council to refuse planning permission for the use of 372 High Street,
Berkhamstead as a Chinese take-away food shop with extended opening hours. I

have considered the written representations made by you, by the council and also
those made by interested persons. I inspected the site on 2Z9 May 1986.

2. From my inspection of the site and surrcundings and the representations made
it appears to me that the principal factor to be taken into account in determining
this appeal is whether in opening for longer hours, the benefit of the additional
service offered to customers by your client's business would be outweighed by
disturbance to local residents.

3. Mo 372 High Street, Berkhamstead, is one, of a small parade of shops on the
north side of High Street at the north-western end of the centre of Berkhamstead,
There are flats above the shops. High Street, which is the A4l, carries a lot

of traffic. On the opposite side of High Street is a large car showroom and petrol
filling station.

4, Planning permission for the change of use of No 372 from a Class I retail

shop to a shop for the sale of hot food was granted in October 1983 but this was
subject to a condition restricting the hours of opening to between 8 am and

10 pm on weekdays and 9 am and 4 pm on Sundays. These hours were extended in a
temporary permission in December 1983. The extended hours for opening were between
8 am and 11 pm on Mondays and Thursdays, 8 am and 11.30 pm on Fridays and Saturdays
and 9 am and 4 pm on Sundays. A further temporary permission expiring on

31 December 1985 for the same hours of opening was granted in December 1984, and
permanent permission for operation within these hours was granted in February 1986.
Your client applied in October 1985 for an extension of the hours permitted under
the original 1983 permission. The opening hours sought were from 8 am until midnight
on Mondays to Saturdays and 9 am until 11.45 pm Sundays. This application, which
is the subject of this appeal, was refused by the local planning authority as it
was considered that the extended hours of opening would prove injurious to the
amenity enjoyed by occupiers of adjoining and nearby residences. It appears that
the Council has had no complaints from neighbours about the existing arrangements
and occupiers of Nos 370, 374, 376 and 378 as well as the laundry and dry cleaning
works, which lie on one side of the back of the appeal property have said that

they have no objection to the extended hours of cpening. You say that of all the
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none is occupied for residential purposes apart

residential flats in the parade,
enfranchisee of the

for that above the appeal premises which is occupled by the
appellant's business who favours the extension and the occupier of the flat above

the newsagency at HNo 374 who has confirmed in writing that he has no objections.

5. I note the care which the Council has taken to limit any disturbance which
might be caused by the operation of your client's business. This is likely to

be mainly disturbance caused by customers arriving in cars to collect and take

food away. However, the A4l must carry quite a lot of traffic even at night;

" occupiers of the immediately adjoining properties have said that they do not object
to the proposed extended opening hours and there appear to have been no objections
or complaints from any other occupiers of properties in the vicinity including
those notified of this appeal. There are other commercial enterprises in the
vicinity which are also open late. Obviously, if your client's business attracts
enough custom to make it worth while to keep it open for the extended hours sought,
it must be providing a service that customers want. In Circular 14/85, the
Secretaries of State reiterated that there is always a presumption in favour of
allowing applications for development, having regard to all material considerations,
unless that development would cause demonstrable harm to interests of acknowledged
1mportance I consider that the amenities of local residents are such interests
but bearing in mind traffic already using the A4l in front of the appeal premises,
the largely commercial character of the immediate vicinity of the appeal premises,
the absence of complaint from residents and the statement from the occupier of

the adjoining flat that he has no objection, I have come to the conclusicn that
there are insufficient grounds to reject your client's appeal and that it should

be allowed.

6. I have considered all the other matters raised in the written representations
but find nothing of sufficient weight to affect my decision.

7. For the above reasons, and in exercise of powers transferred to me, I hereby.
allow this appeal and grant planning permission for the continued use of the ground
floor shop at Mo 372 High Street, Berkhamstead for the sale of Chinese take-away
food in accordance with the terms of the application (No 4/1348/85) dated 17 October
1985 and the plans submitted therewith, subject to the condition that the premises
shall not be open for business outside the hours of 0800-2400 hours Mondays to

Saturdays and 0900-2345 hours on Sundays.

B. The developer's attention is drawn to the enclosed note relating to the
requirements of the Chronically Sick and Disabled Persons Act 1970.

9. This letter does not convey any approval or consent which may be required
under any enactment, byelaw, order or regulation othex than Section 23 of the Town

~and Country Planning Act 1971. ) -

I am Gentlemen
Your obedient Servant
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