/P | — e

- -
~ 0/140/22.12 B ? C; R ; E C JT!VI,
Department of the Environment ' :
Room 13/09 E - 3FEB1978
Tollgate House Houlton Street Bristol BS2 9DJ ' S~
Telox 449321 Direct line 0272-21% 863 o, L, .

Switchboard 0272-218811. . e e

Mr and Mrs J M Jones Your referenco

5 Kilncrof't Our referenco

Leverstock Green T/APP/5252/4/77/5585/G9
HEHEL HEMPSTEAD Date

Herts .

#P3 8HH . _ . &2 FEB 1978

908458

Sir and Madanm

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1971, SECTION 26 AND SCHEDULE ©

: . APPLICATION NG:= 1922/76D

T . .

1. I refer to your appesl, which I have been appointed to determine, against the
decision of the Dacorum District Council to refuse planning permission for the
formation of a vehicular access off Therncroft, Hemel Hempstead, at the rear of
5 Kilncroft, involving the relaxation of a 1andscanlng condition (No L).in planning
permission dated 2% May 1973 granted to Tolley Lstetes Ltd for the erection of
5 detached houses of which your dwelling is one. I have considered the written
representations maede by you and by the council and also those made by lnuerbstcd
persons. I inspzcted the site on 19 December 1977,

2. ‘From my inspection »f the appeal site and the surrounding area, and the
representstions made, I am of the opinion that the decision turns on the question
of whether or not the formsgtion of the vehicular access would have an unzceephably
detrimental effect on the amenities and character of the locality.

3. I note that the condition in question wes intended to "allow for the retentien
of existing trees, shrubs and hedges and particuierly the boundary hedginz to the
- satisfaction of the local planning authority". The boundary hedge runs at the rear
.‘ of Nos 3, 5 and 7 Xilneroft and, as you pointed out, continues its line on the other
~ side of the estate rcad known as Thorncroft. The hedze appears not to have been cut-
or trimmed for some time and accordingly has considerable vertical growth with a
straggling appearance and fairly bare stems for the first & ft or so of growth, I
noted that some stfemdt had Lsen made to grow cheubs or bushes in the smallsy zape
between the main stems of the hedge growth, but that there appeared to be only
grass growing in a gap some 6~8 ft wide towards the south-western end of the rear
boundary of your proverty, with no such planting to £ill this gap.

L. The hedge is set about 3~4 ft in from the kerb along the south-eastern side of
Thorneroft and there is a narrow grass verge along which runs a2 Jow chain link fence
apparently marking the rear boundary of your property. Your garden falls slightly
from Thorncroft towards your house and the dwellings of No 1, 2 and 3 Thorncroft

are on a slightly higher level than your property,

5. 1 understand that the 6 ft close boarded fence for which you have recently received,
planning permission will follow the line of -the existing chain link fence and that
the pedestrian access and access for & boat included in thet permission will be

i



located where I observed the 6-8 £t gap in the hedgerow. I note also that a
planning permission has been granted for the formation of a vehicular access
and the erection of & garage to the rear of Ko 15 Kilncroft. I do not, however,
accept that this latter case, where there is no hedge but a brick wall and a
short length of wooden fence marking the boundary aleng The Dells to one side
and the rear of this property, is substanflally similar to the circumstances

of your present appeal. »

6. It seems to me that the hedge and grass verge at the rear of your garden

make a significant contribution to the landscape in this locality, having regard
to the particular siting and density of housing in the neighbourhood. Although
planning permission has been granted for the erectien of a clese boarded fence
along the boundary, this would be of a height that would vrovide screening at the
lower level of the existing hedge where the nature of the hedge is such that only
rudimentary screening exists and to that extent the erection of the fence would
in my opinion increase the privacy of your garden ana does not have a bearing

“on the future of the hedge., It seems to me, too, that an access through the fencs
for a boat is substantially different from a2 propesal to form s vehicular acceas
which would result in a lowered kerb and the removal of a length of the existing
grass verge along Thorncroft. In my opinion there is a significant difference
also between an access to park a beoat in your back garden and a vehicular access
which would apparently be used regularly by you or members of your family, and I -
consider that a vehicular eccess ty reason of its effect on the appearance of this
part of your rear boundary and the assoclated activity would be unacceptably
detrimental in its effect on the amenities and character of the locality.

7+ In reaching this decision I have taken into account the fact that although

your existing garage has already been extended forward to the building line

along Kilncroft, you have given up a certain amount of garage space to make
additional domestic room in that part of your houss, Conseguently you are unable
to garage more than one car, I have also considered all the other matters raised,
but in my opinion they are not strong enough to outweigh the considerations that
have led me to my decision. ,r///

8. For the above reasons, and in exercise of the powers transferred to me, I
hereby dismiss your appeai.

I am Sir and Madam
Your obedient Servant
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Ingpector



