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703N AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1971, SECTION 36 AND SCHEDULE 9

g 1. T have béen appointed to determine the 2 appeals that you and your wife have

3 entered against the decisions of the former Hemel Hempstead Rural District Council,
acting on behalf of the Hertfordshire County Council, to refuse planning permission
for residential development at Hollybush Wood, Foiten End. I have considered the
_written representations made by you, the District Council and other interested

e '_persons; and I inepected the site on 20 November.

2. FProm my-inspection of the site and its surroundings, and my consideration of
the representations made, it appears to me that in each appeal the decision tums
) on how the propnsed development would affect the character of the area.

3. The area is one thgi is, by direction of the Secretary of State, to be treated
for the present as if it formed part of a green belt. -

4. The appeal site is a wooded area on the north side of Water End Road on the

) outskirts of Potten End, a scattered village in which most of the houses are heside,

3 or in groups with access from, a few-roads which radiate from a central zone by the

8 church, school and green. Water End Road is one such road. Along its south side,

L the built-up part of the village appears to0 me to end short of the bus depot, though
there is a scatter of houses for more than a quarter of a mile beyond. On the north

3 side of Vater End Road, the built-up part of the village extends further eastwards

¥ but anpears to me to end at point about 100 yds east of the entry to Oliver's Close.

3 + Bavond that there are only 3 widely dispersed houses {including yours) and ~ some

3 439 yis awsy - the outlying group round Hoilytush Glose. The appeal site lies in

& pleasant stretch of countryside, part wooded and part open; and, although

Hollybush Close lies beyond, the appeal site is, in my opinion, outside the builte

ud pari of the village and hence in a place vhere tne policy relating to green belts

requires that permission shall not be given, except in very special circumstances,

for the construction of new buildings for purposes other than those appropriate to a -
rural area. ' _ '

2+ Neither of your proposals for development seems to be for any such purpose,
and I do'not find either acceptable as "infilling" on a substantially built-up .
frontage or because of any special circumstances brought to my notice in the
Written representationss To build even one house (and a fortiori to build more)
Would, in my opinion, conflict with the present policy for the protection of the
countryside in that area and detract from its rural character to a degree that
Warrants permission for the development being withhelde '



¥,

6. 1 have considered your appeal of 23 February 1974 (relating to your application
of 18 June 1973 for permission to build one house) in the light of the planning
permission given on appeal in 1960 for the construction of a service cottage in the
grounds of Hollybush Woode I have come to the conclusion, however, that the -
planning considerations that justified permission for a service cottage in 1960

do not now justify the donstruction of a new dwelling independent of the parent
propertye. k

7. 1 note that planning permission has been given in recent years for new houses
within the built-up part of the village and among those in the pocket of develop-
ment at Hollybush Close; but neither that nor any of the other matiers raised in
the written representations appears to me to be of sufficient strength to prevail
over the considerations that have led me to ny decision.

78. For the aboVe-reaSOné, and in exercise of the powers transferred to me; I
hereby dismiss boeth your appeals. : : =

I ém‘Sir
Your obedient Servant
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T TR Hollybush ¥ood Houss, Water End Lane, Fotten Bad
;;' = ! ﬂ:"é'!"&-‘" . ‘L“‘-"r:" R - * - T . - ' . )y o o .
f o " -:t-;‘ififiml directed by the Minister of Housing and Local Government to refer to your

. { - apneal under section 16 of the Town and Country Planning Act, 1947, agsinst the
I -3¢ decisionof -the Hemel Hompstead Rural District Council; soting on behalf of the
7%\ Hertfordshire County Couneil, to refuse permission for the erection of & servioe
! . ‘\icc{t ‘ on land at Hollybush Wood Houase, Igterj End Lane, Potten End.
o . 2 i " ., Fl . e . "“ ) _;;,';,“, .. .o‘
o lz.lf-r‘.,__'rhe Minister has hsd before him your written-representations made in support
L bi‘é;&!'gi‘a;péa]‘.'“mdhthose:of the council., * "Cno. of his Inspectors has visited the site,
o .‘_'. .?..".’—!',‘I:r- % "“ ."; '." ':' - -t“ T G ERE S 4 _‘__4‘«' ca ot :‘!'s‘ , -
h o, 3% .5The Minister notes that the site lies within a local green belt where, except
- in very special circumstances, only development for purposes sporopriate to a rurel
. © + area Or a very 1imited amount of infilling in exiating villages can be allowed, He
' agrees.with snd fully supports the policy of the local planning suthority in
" . preserving the green belt against unnecessary development. He notes, however, that
the authority now accerts your need for a house to-enable you to engage staff, but
that they are unable to agree to the site which you proposed., Having regard to the
_existence of housing development on three sides of the curtilage of Hollybush Wood
Pouse, and to-its position in relstion to the village, the Minister has resched the
conclusion that-the erection of & house on the site proposed would not dmmage tbe
. .green’belt,” . He has therefore decided to allow the appeal and he hereby grants
. permission for the erection of a servioce sottaze within the curtilage of Hollybush
4%, Wood House, Water End Lane, Potten End in the position indicated on the plan
"?"'" sulmitted with the application subject to the condition that the design and extemal
4./ sppesrance of the building shall be as mer be agreed with the local planning sutheri
=" orgin, defsult of ‘agreement as shall be determined ,bythe Winister, i
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£ 7 +-..other than section 12.of- the Toem and Country Flanning Act, 1547.--.
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