MINISTRY OF HOUSING &4 LOCAL GOVERNMEBNY
Whitchall, Losoon, 8.W.1

Telephone: TRAfalgar 8020 , 6x1. 29
Pleare adkiress ey reply to \ 1960.
THE SECRETARY -
ad guote: APP/1199/M1912 54U )
Your reference;  TSR/C
, Gentlemen,

Y
i

1. I am direoted by the Minister of Housing and Loocal Government to refar %o

your client's appeal ageinst the decision of Hemel Hempetead Borough Counecil,
scting on behalf of Hertfordshire County Council, to ‘refuse planning peveissiea

for the ohange of use from residential to optician's nnlhu of the ground floer &b
No. 149 Adeyfield Road, Hemel Hempatesd.

2. The written representations made in support of the appeal and those of the
council have been conaidered, An officer of the Department bhas visited the premises.
' )

3, Number 149 is the most emstern of s pair of semi-detached houses fronting the
nortk side of Adeyfield Road sbout a mile east of the town centre. The appeal
premises sre on the ground floor and consist of a dining-room, kitehen, lounge and
entrance hall, On the firat floor, which is approached by stairs from the sntrsnce
hall, there are three bedroome and a bathroom. The north side of Meyfield Rosd
hereabouts is almost entirely residential in charsoter, but two doors sway to the
west there ie a dootor's surgery and there 1s also a dentist's surgery nesrhy. The
surgeries have been established in the area for many years. On the south side of
Meyfield Road almost opposite the site there is a garage and service station socess,
and the Adeyfield Neighbourhood Centre, which containe a nusber of commeroial and
service industry premises: the Centre is walled-off from the rosd and is effectively
screened from the residential development to the north. .Adeyfield Bosd is a main
road to and from the town centre and carries a main ‘bus route: it is shown in the
raview development plen ns a principn traffioc route.

4. The appeal premises were shown for residential purposes in the Naster Plans
prepared for Heme)l Hewputead New Town, sand have sinco been insluded in an ares
allooated primarily for residential purposes in the County Council ‘s review develop~
mwent plan now before the Minister., The north side of Adeyfield Road is now
predominantly residential in ohiarsotar and it would bo wrong to encourage the
introduction of further non-conforming users into this area, The servioces provided
by opticians, although sesential, are not thought generally npeaking to involve the
urgency and often immediate demands for trsatasnt that can de associated with dootors

. and dontintu, and there would seem to bé no resl need for opticians' prectioes to be

located in residentia)l arems rathar than in shopping localities where they are, in faof
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nmly %0 e found. The propossl umder sppeal 1.-@ thonl’m considered to b
undesirable on the grounds that it is ocontrary tq ie: planning proposals fer the
ares and vould make it more diffticult for the loocal

.‘lplmhc mthoruy %o resied -
the introduotien of other non-oconforeing uses tharein. .Furth it would h
likely to att: A

/
v
\

ot oGP traffie toc the prémises tHAR! Woild the oontinGande 6f &« X |
wholly residential use: notwithstanding the propesed parking arrangements it h .|“p
probable that vebicles would be left on the oarriageway of the: nal.n road vhile . |,
persons visited the premises, and thus add to road congest and traffioc. dangggv-
The looal plnnning authority's refusal of permission. is ‘therefore oonsidered S0~
be Justified.

7. 5+  Acoordingly the Ninister heredby dismismes the appeal.

¢

. Your obedisnt Servant,

H. C.. HOLLINGTON
. (8. ¢. BOLLINGTON)

Authorised by the Ninister
to aign in that bebalf..




