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Gentlemen ‘

MOWN AMD COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 4974
APFLICATION BY AUTALR HELICOPTER SERVICES LTD (NOW AUTATR INTERIATIONAL LTD) -

@ 'V 1UE COMMISSION TOR TH2 NEY [OVHS REFERRED UNDER SEGYTON 22 OF THE 10 AND COUUTRY
FLAMNING ACT 1962 (NOW SECTION 35 OF THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 4971)

1« I am directed Dy the Becrelary of 3tale for the Fnvircoment to say that he has
considored the report of the Inspector, My E W Berridge, MA, IRTPI, ARIBA who held a
local inqguiry into the above menbtionzd application to the Sﬁ.Alb”lﬁ Rural District
Couneil, acting on behalf of Hertfondshire County Councsil, for planning permission to
develop land at Breakspear Vay, Hemel Henpstead as a site for a helipori.

Guroup Captain G ' K Donaldson, AFRAeS, sabt a3 an assessor on noilse znd ssronmitical
mablers generally. The Secrgtary of State had divscted in purcuance of section 22 of
the Town and Countyry Planning Act 1962 (now section 35 of the 4971 Act) that the
applicotion be referred to him for decision instead of Teing desilt with by the local
planning authority. The Secreotary of State also indicated that he intended %o consider
whether there was a need to exarcise pewers under article 6(i) of the Town and Counbry
Pleaning (New Towns Special Developueni) Order 1963 to divect that pernlssion for a
helipert given to the Hemel Henpstead Development Corporation in 1961 by virvtus of
article 3 of the Order shall not apply.

2. In his veport, a copy of which is enclosed, the Inspeclor coacluded that the site
‘.had meribts as a heliport in that it was rx;aﬁﬂy acenesslole from the town ceabre aud the
1 notorway, it was close to the main indastrial area of the town, it adjoined a moteld,
and its use would nol necessitale fying over tne buili-up area of the towe. The
proposed tulldings were pleasantly designed and would teke their place satizfachorily
as part of a group of bulldings assoclaled with tr -naportatimn, 'There wan no reason
to suppose that the heliport would seterielly effect road saiety, provided no dirvect
yenicalar ascogs wos made to brua}u;ﬁuf‘Tmy, or that the overhead cleotricily supply
Linas would consuitute a hazexrd to helicopters. The wain issuve was thersfore whobther
the nolne would create an wnwacranbed intrusion into the amenities of the housesn ond,
sonools in the locality.

b T"ha Tndpﬂoter was of thne opinion fhat, provided that {the use of the site was
eobrieted in the manuer envisagoed by the app11cantq anil, in additicen, Tlying at
mekends vag prohibitsd, tbs nalse wonld not be go “anuQL»a s W guslifly veluaal,

1t would bo likely to occur 2t relativsly infrequent iulorvals and the filght paths
WOULd Le walnly over agrionliuvral land,  Although some of the wosidents in the loeslity
migit have purchaned thedr houses without knowledgo off the p“ﬂnﬁ“?d nelipows, it os o
be noted Ghal the developuwont hald taken pluce in accordance with the mQUlOVLﬁ Town o
on vhacn the site of tha helinoyre vas sho.m and.that the houses naavest to the sive wers
pu3 Lt by the How Towms Cownlsglon, Do far as the schools ware conserned, thore was no
asvidence to suggest thal {the noise level das Lib thae iildings mould.interkerﬂ vt
tenehing., .
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4., BreokspearsFarm already suffered a fairly hipgh level of noise from the motourway

vhi.ch was unlikely to be materially OEMLHLHHPQ by the planting which had bteen carried
outy It appeared to the In,gccuov hat the occasions on which the flight patteras
would have to be routed over tnls farm would be rel tively few in number and he did notf
think the disturbance which the proverty would sufter viould be so scrious as to Jjustify
refusal of the application. He saw little merit in the suggestion thalb Brealkspealrs
Farm would provide a more suibtable alternative site. There would be no saflety area
between the site and the motorway, the existing access was poor, and the development
vould almost certainly neces sitate the demolition of the farmnouse which had some
architectural mexrit,

5. ‘The Inspector considered that the conditions which the Commission for the New Towns
proposed to impose on the lessees of the site would provide a satisfactory basis for
containing the use of the heliport within acceptavle lines, svbject to additional
conditions dbeing imposed resiricting flying after dark and at weekenda., tHe wves
doubtful. whether it would e possible to restrict the number of helicopter movements or
flight paths under planning powers bui he cousidered that the undertakings given by the
applicants should be accepbed in good faith and as providing sufficient safeguard in
relation to these matters,

6. Tne Inspector said that he would view with some concern any exicnsion of the
heliport on the land to the south and, unless it was decided that this land did. not
enjoy a deemed planning permission as it was not owned by the Commission, it would
appear desirable to make an article 6 Dlreotlon in order that the use of this land
enuld ve effectively controlled. ‘ =

7« The Inspector recomnended that permission he given to the application subject to
a number of conditions. He further recommended that:-

1, thoe Commission for the lew Towns be requested to consult witn the loesal
atthorities -concerned before [inalising tho terms To he 1wpo serl on the legsees
or vefore suvsequently giranting any varistion of these terms

ii, the lessees' attontion be drarm to the nced for a system of control. or
other arrsngement such that the conditilons regarding Liying in the vicinity
of the heliport and those implicit in the heliport ordinary licence can be
1mplamented.

8. The Sﬂc“etfry of State ajreea with the Inspector's conclusions and accepts his
recomaendations in so far as thoy relate to the pluvning applications.  Accordingly he
hereby granis plouning aen £or the developnent of a hcllpOI in accordance with
drovilugs Nos 916-0~16 and 2 vhich accompanied the zoplication on 6.74 acres of land ab
Breskonear Way, Hemel Hempstead subject to the following conditiong:w
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saall be made To Breakspear Wayv;

b, the numbsr and location of the e¢ax parking spsces shall be sgreed with the
local plauning authority bafore ony constructional work is ccmmenced;

¢, a seacme for the landscsne breabasnt of the siis shall be submitted end
approved by the locel plamning aubhority before any conatructional work is
commenced; |

a,_ equipment for meniforitg nowise shall be instelled on the hclipo”t before the
use cummeneas sod the local planming svthoprlity oo persons nﬂthfLLUﬂ wy it shaell
ba given facilitiss for obbtaining ¢NTOJMELLUH chout the nolse lavels moniuoved'

J——

Q. helicopters using the site ﬂhali operate within a neise level of 80 an(a)
when measvred at any peint uol move than 400 feoet from the landing point;

fo flying operations aud "F:e:'-;*l..j_i._ng-; engdnes on the site shall be rgstyd
voetween O{UU ousE end, 2100 - noves or half sn bour off _
enriler, &hd.p{OﬂJbluC& alter 1? Acon on paturdays and on Sundays;

e



= in the course of approach and take-off helicopters shall be limited to an

Zreﬂ to bhe egrecd with the locol plawning authority or, in default of agreement, /
to be determined by the Secretary of State; /
~

4

he the number of toke-offs mnd landings in total -shall not_exceed %4 daring the
operating hours of one day; / .

ie no work on overhauling engines shall be carried out on the site.

9, This letter does not convey any approvel or consent which may be required under
any enactment, byelaw, order or regulalion other than section 2) of the Tovm and Country

Planning Act 1971

10, The Secretsry of State has still to de :cide whelher he should exercise his powers
- under article 6(£¥ of the Town and Country Planninﬂ (hPW Towns Speciel Development)
Ovder 1963 in respect of the 1961 permission, A further letter on this will be sent to
the Commission in due course. | ot o o e

11. A letter in similar terus has been sent to the Commission for New Towns.

I am Gentlemen
Your obedient Servant
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N DIGHLEY -

Authorised by the Secretavy
of State 1o sign in that behalf
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