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Sir,

Public Health Act 1936 - Section 67

1. I am directed by the Minister of Housing and local Government to refer to your
letter of 318t July enclosing a joint application by Tring Urban District Council and
dr, V. G. Masters for the Minister's determination under the provisions of section 67
of the Public Health Act 1936 of an issue arising out of the erection of a house at
25/26 Frogmore Street, Tring.

2. The questionsthe Minister has power to determine under section 67 of the Public
dealth Act, 1936 are limited by the terms of that section, His jurisdiction under the
section does not extend to the guestion whether work which has been executed complies
with byelaws which is the question the Minister is asked to determine under heads (a)
and (cg of the section. That is a matter for the courts, Under head (a) of that
section the Minister's jurisdiction is limited to determining whether or not the
Council's byelaws or a particular byelaw or part of a byelaw apply to particular work;
there appears to be no dispute between the parties as to whether the council's building;
byelaws 13 and 21 apply to the work. As regards head (c¢), the Minister nas power to
determine only whether the work has been executed in accordance with the plans as
passed by the authority. Under neither head can he determine whether the materials
used as lintels in the construction of the building are of suitable nature and quality
for the purpose for which they are used so as to comply with byelaws 13 and 21. Nor
does 1t appear to the Minister that there is any question for him to determine under
iead (b) of the section whether the plans of the work are in conformity with the
dyelaws since they were in fact approved by the Council. If however there is any ’
dispute between the parties under head (c) or they consider that a question arises
under’ head (b) it is open to them to resubmit the application with the original plan
as deposited, (the copy submitted is not clear enough for this purpose ) and any other
section, specifications and written particulars deposited with the plans in accordance
with the byelaws,

3. The Minister regrets that he did not explain the position with respect to
applications more clearly at an earlier date, but it will be appreciated that he
cannot really consider such applications until hé is in possession of all the facts.

—iw s A copy of this letter is enclosed, which you are asked to forward to Mr. Masters,

I am, Sir, -
’ Your obedient Servant,

Hece

(R. N. HINTER)

The Clerk of Tring Urban District Council,
Council Offices

Tring

Herts.




